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Dear Friends, 

 
Welcome to our July newsletter as we gear up for 
summer.   Summer is often a time of fallow for 
us.  Once we are past our Patronal, we are “between 
festivals” for a few months.  Aside from the weekly 
services, I like this time of year because for me it is a 
time of relative calm, perhaps even rest.   It is what 
we call in the church “Ordinary Time” and our 
seasonal colour is a nice calming green. 
 
On the Church of England website, the liturgical year 
is described as Advent-Christmas- Epiphany-Advent-
Easter, which rather implies the year ends with 
Pentecost!  There is no mention of what we call 
Ordinary Time, despite the fact that this accounts for 
more than 30 weeks of the year.  This is odd, for 
surely this is where life is actually done. Most of life is 
not at a party, a festival or a celebration.  Most of life 
is actually ordinary time; it is ordinary time that makes 
the special times special, but also where we do the 
real work of being Christ to the world. I think the C of 
E should update their website! 
 
Because the term ordinary usually means something 
unimportant or not special, we may be forgiven for 
thinking that Ordinary Time is an unimportant season, 
even though it makes up most of the liturgical year. 
Ordinary Time is far from unimportant or 
uninteresting. Firstly, the word is misleading. 
Ordinary Time is called "ordinary" because the weeks 
of Ordinary Time are numbered. The Latin word 
ordinalis gives us the English word order. So, the 

numbered weeks of Ordinary Time, in fact, represent 
the ordered life of the Church—the period in which we 
live our lives neither in feasting (Christmas and 
Easter) or in penitence (Advent and Lent), but in 
discipleship, watchfulness, seeking the work of the 
Spirit and expectation of Christ. 

 
This is the time when life is lived, when the call of 
Christ to carry our cross, to love our enemy, to love 
God with all our heart, and to love others as 
ourselves, is acted out.  Just as Jesus would not 
remain on the Mount of Transfiguration, or allow his 
followers to do, nor do we remain in the festival 
mood.  This is the time when we reflect on our identity 
of believers; saved by the cross, called to new life in 
the resurrection, and filled with the Spirit.   
 
Ordinary time is the time of Christian life, symbolized 
by the colour green, symbol of growth and life. 
Ordinary Time is the part of the year in which Christ, 
the Lamb of God, walks among us and transforms our 
lives, and when we explore our calling amongst the 
people of the world, in our jobs, our conversation, 
holidays and whatever occupies our time. This is 
where God saves the world through us. There's 
nothing "ordinary" about that! 
 
Moving forward 
 
Another meaning of the word “ordinary” is “normal”.  I 
reflect on the fact that we are in the process of getting 
back to normal life, post-Covid 19. On the final 
Sunday of June, we celebrated our patronal and we 
reflected on what we do as a church. Fr David put 
together a simple slide show that showed the vast 
array of things that we do as a church.   We strive to 
make the good news of Jesus known to the 
community of Harrow, and we’d love your support in 
whatever you can do. 
 
The Eucharist and Covid 19:  
 
Starting from the first Sunday in July we will be 
offering the shared cup once more as part of our 

communion celebration. This is strictly optional as we 
recognise that many people will remain very wary so 
please do not feel under any pressure to take the cup, 
but it will be available. 
 
Our seating ''ticks” have now been removed so we 
are not enforcing any socially distance seating 
anymore (though of course you are free to sit where  
you like!).  We are still providing gel for you to use, 
and one or two people are sticking with face 
coverings.  I will watch the news closely to see what 
the virus numbers start doing, and this will get rather 
more crucial as we move towards the winter months. 
 
Music and services 
 
I am very pleased to confirm that we have a full 
season of summer concerts this year starting on July 
14th and running through to September 15th (all at 
12:30 pm).  Please see the fliers at the back of church 
for details or the email that I have sent round. 
 
We have now stopped our Tuesday evening 
compline service (which was originally conceived as 
a way of enabling fellowship in lockdown).  This did 
the trick in keeping the church together in difficult 
times.  We are retaining our midweek online 
Eucharist (Wednesday at 10:30 am), but have now 
restored Sunday Evensong to the calendar (each 
Sunday at 6:00 pm).   
 

Please pray 
 

Look at our prayer calendar overleaf, together with 
the daily readings. Pray for our church as we return 
to normal, that we find new ways of bringing Christ to 
Harrow 
 

Pray for New Wine which returns to normal operation 
this summer, and for Jill, my wife, as she prepares for 
it. 
 

Yours in Christ 
Barry (Vicar) 
 



Date Daily Readings Daily Prayers 
1st Amos 8: 4-6, 9-12 

Ps. 119: 1-8 
Matt 9: 9-13 

Those newly ordained to the 
priesthood. Lord, be their 
comfort, be their joy, be their 
strength. 

2nd Amos 9: 11-end 
Ps. 85: 8-end 
Matt 9: 14-17 

The Queen, Charles, Prince of 
Wales, and all members of the 
royal family. 

Sun 
3rd 

2 Kings 5: 1-14 
Ps. 30 
Luke 10: 1-11, 16-
20 

Lord God, we ask for you to be 
with all – especially children 
who are suffering as the crisis in 
Ukraine continues. 

4th Eph 2: 19-end 
Ps. 31: 1-6 
John 20: 24-29 

Thomas, the Apostle. Give 
thanks for the gift of faith. Pray 
for our sister churches in 
Southern India. 

5th Hosea 8: 4-7, 11-
13 
Ps. 103: 8-12 
Matt 9: 32-end 

All workers in the hospitality 
sector, especially pubs, cafes 
and restaurants as they 
welcome tourists back this 
summer. 

6th Hosea 10: 1-3, 7-8, 
12 
Ps. 115: 3-10 
Matt 10: 1-7 

All who work in the medical and 
healing professions; district 
nurses and home-helps. 

7th Hosea 11: 1, 3-4, 
8-9 
Ps. 105: 1-7 
Matt 10: 7-15 

The work of St Luke’s Hospice; 
all patients and medical staff, 
Macmillan nurses.   

8th Hosea 14: 2-end 
Ps. 80: 1-7 
Matt 10: 16-23 

Clergy of the Central Harrow 
churches and their 
congregations. 

9th Isa 6: 1-8 
Ps. 51: 1-7 
Matt 10: 24-33 

We give thanks for human love 
and friendship and for all that 
enriches our daily lives. 

Sun 
10th 

Col 1: 1-14 
Ps. 82 
Luke 10: 25-37 

All who are hungry or homeless.  
Those who try to bring relief. 
Harrow Foodbank. 

11th Isa 1: 11-17 
Ps. 50: 7-15 
Maa 10: 34-11: 1 

We pray for any known to us 
who are in special need of our 
prayers at this time. 
 

12th Isa 7: 1-9 
Ps. 48: 1-7 
Matt 11: 20-24 

Those who are bereaved.  
Sustain them and embrace 
them with your love. 

13th Isa 10: 5-7, 13-16 
Ps. 94: 5-11 
Matt 11: 25-27 

We pray for the honouring of 
human rights, and for the relief 
of the oppressed. 

14th Isa 26: 7-9, 16-19 
Ps. 102: 14-21 
Matt 11: 28-end 

All who are housebound or in 
Nursing Homes. Pray for their 
protection now and in the future. 

15th Isa 38: 1-6, 21-22, 
7-8 
Ps. 32: 1-8 
Matt 12: 1-8 

Teachers and all university and 
college students who are 
looking forward to a holiday in 
the UK and abroad.  

16th Micah 2: 1-5 
Ps. 10: 1-5a, 12 
Matt 12: 14-21 

Peace among the nations, that 
God may rid the world of 
violence. 

Sun 
17th 

Col 1: 15-28 
Ps. 52 
Luke 10: 38-end 

School children as they break 
up for the school holidays. 
Summer camps and groups. 

18th Micah 6: 1-4, 6-8 
Ps. 50: 3-7, 14 
Matt 12: 38-42 

The Mayor of Harrow and local 
MP’s and councillors. 

19th Micah 7: 14-15, 18-
20 
Ps. 85: 1-7 
Matt 12: 46-end 

All those who work in shops, 
offices and banks around our 
church. We give thanks that 
they continue to serve the 
community. 

20th Jer 1: 1, 4-10 
Ps. 70 
Matt 13: 1-9 

All our young people and those 
who guide them here at St 
John’s. 

21st Jer 2: 1-3: 7-8, 12-
13 
Ps. 36: 5-10 
Matt 13: 10-17 

Victims of abuse and violence, 
intolerance, and prejudice. 

22nd  2 Cor 5: 14-17 
Ps. 42: 1-10 
John 20: 1-2, 11-
18 

Mary Magdalene.  All those 
who welcome strangers this 
week. Pray for our neighbours. 
 

23rd Jer 7: 1-11 
Ps. 84: 1-6 
Matt 13: 24-30 

Justin, our Archbishop, Sarah, 
Bishop of London and Lusa, our 
Area Bishop. 
 

Sun 
24th 

Col 2: 6-15 
Ps. 85 
Luke 11: 1-13 

People of the parish. All our 
worship today.  Give thanks for 
Christian friends. 
 

25th Acts 11: 27-12: 2 
Ps. 126 
Matt 20: 20-28 

James, the Apostle.  the first 
among the Twelve to suffer 
martyrdom.  All who suffer for 
their Christian faith. 

26th Romans 8: 28-30 
Ps. 127 
Matt 13: 16-17 

All who are unemployed or 
have been made redundant in 
the last few months. May they 
find suitable and fulfilling 
employment. 

27th Jer 15: 10, 16-end 
Ps. 59: 1-4, 18-end 
Matt 13: 44-46 

Fr David Byrne, Assistant 
Priest and hospital chaplain 
for his pastoral work at NPH.   

28th Jer 18: 1-6 
Ps. 146: 1-5 
Matt 13: 47-53 

Pray for the city of Birmingham 
as they welcome athletes and 
spectators to the 
Commonwealth Games. 

29th Hebrews 2: 10-15 
Ps. 49: 5-10,16 
John 12: 1-8 

Our Prime Minister, Cabinet and 
members of Parliament. All who 
work in the criminal justice 
system. 

30th  Jer 26: 11-16, 24 
Ps. 69: 14-20 
Matt 14: 1-12 

All members of the Armed 
Forces, at home and abroad. 
Lord, support them in times of 
conflict and in their rest and 
training keep them safe. 

Sun 
31st  

Col 3: 1-11 
Ps. 107: 1-9, 43 
Luke 12: 13-21 

People of the parish. Pray that 
we may bring Christ’s peace to 
all those we meet this coming 
week.  Pray for Seafarers and 
mission chaplains. 

 


