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Dear Friends, 
 
A very happy Eastertide to you, which we will be until 
the celebration of Pentecost and Trinity in June.  The 
great fifty days of Eastertide form a single festival 
period for us, where the theme of the resurrection is 
sustained and celebrated. Early Christians gave the 
name “Pentecost” to this whole period, marked on the 
40th day with a celebration of Christ’s Ascension and 
the commissioning of the disciples to carry out 
Christ’s mission. So, this season is very significant in 
our calendar – it is the calling of a disciple to translate 
that into daily living. 
 
Easter 
 
Huge thanks to all those who contributed to making 
Lent, Holy Week and Easter so successful this year, 
the first year since 2019 that we have marked it 
properly.  The numbers attending were encouraging, 
lower than a pre-pandemic year but not by much.  We 
had nearly 100 in church for Easter Sunday. I thank 
the team who delivered our Stations of the Cross 
service through the Lent period and all those who 
decorated the church in various ways from an Easter 
Garden to the flowers and the altar.  Thank you also 
for simply attending services, which were well on the 
way to returning to normal numbers, and those who 
contributed in any way from reading to technical 
support. 
 
A little word about Easter Sunday.  It is our joy and 
privilege to be able to collaborate with St Mary’s, 
Harrow on the Hill, and other local churches in having  

an ecumenical dawn service on that day, watching 
the sunrise over London (at 6 am) and sharing in a 
breakfast meal together courtesy of St Mary’s 
excellent Spire Cafe team.  If you have never done 
this before, try and make a point of it next year – it is 
a growing event and a deeply moving one. 
 
Covid 
 
Our general church attendance numbers are also 
improving, and we have a loyal group attending 
online. We continue to make this an issue of personal 
choice, with only minimal provisions in church now.  
We have kept the socially distanced seating markers 
for now, and hand gel, though many will now notice 
that voluntary mask wearing has reduced (in almost 
every context).  We are, for the moment, retaining 
serving communion in one kind.  As you know, 
infection rates are falling but fluctuating all the time, 
so we remain watchful. The emphasis on personal 
responsibility with consideration for others. 
 
Looking ahead 
 
(i) Festival days 
 
We are in a period of richness, even with Easter 
behind us.  We will hold an Ascension Day service on 
26th May in the evening.  Following that we have the 
Jubilee weekend (Sunday, June 5th) which is actually 
the same Sunday as Pentecost.  We will try to mark 
both in a way that does them justice but please put 
that in your diary.  After that we have Trinity and a 
new season that takes us all the way to Advent (not 
that I’m wishing the year away!) 
 
(ii) Church development 
 
I will cover this in more detail at the APCM but, in 
summary, we are now on the final leg of a long 
journey.  We have relaunched the Victoria Hall; new 
flats and tenants, a new heating system and 
completed landscaping. We are now in the 
“permissions phase” of a project to build new toilets 

and a meeting space outside our West Doors.  There 
is much to say on this but we are getting close to the 
final stretch. This is a tricky phase so please keep 
praying. 
 
(iii) A Call to Action  
 
I realize that Covid has made it difficult, perhaps even 
scary for some, to volunteer and become actively 
involved in a physically present way.  I want to ask 
you to consider helping where you can as go forward:  

 
• Reading and intercessions (including online!) 

• Coffee and tea in church – we can do with 
more volunteers to serve after the service. 

• Help with the garden (I’m sure Peter P would 
love to help you! 

• “Eco Church” – I’ll be saying more about this, 
but I want to put a team together to work on 
our witness as a Creation Caring Church.  It’s 
a combination of little things (bird boxes etc) 
and big things like achieving “net zero” 
carbon emissions.  I think it might be fun … 
anyone want to join me? 

• If you feel you have a specific contribution to 
make, just call me.  We can always discuss 
it. 

 

So, we have a bright and exciting future to embrace, 
and I sincerely pray that we will find it in ourselves to 
accept that challenge.  I will update you all on the 
building project progress following the Diocesan site 
visit on May 5th (please pray for that!). 
 
A very happy Eastertide to you all, in the name of 
Christ. 
 
Barry 
(Vicar)  

 
 



 
 

Date Daily 

Readings 

Daily Prayers 

Sun 
1st 

Acts 9: 1-6 
Ps. 30 
John 21: 1-19 

Philip and James, Apostles. 
The Christian witness of all 
Harrow churches; the 
discipleship of all St John’s 
people. 

2nd Eph 119: 1-8 
Ps. 119: 1-8 
John 14: 1-14 

As we anticipate local elections, 
we pray for honesty and 
integrity among those who 
would lead us. 

3rd Acts 7: 51-81a 
Ps. 31: 1-5, 16 
John 6: 30-35 

Those who are ill. Comfort 
and heal them and restore 
them to health and strength. 

4th Acts 8: 1b-8 
Ps. 66: 106 
John 6: 35-40 

We pray for those who have 
died that they might see the 
light of your presence,  and 
those who mourn that they 
would not fear to entrust their 
loved ones to your mercy. 

5th Acts 8: 26-end 
Ps. 66: 7-8, 14-end 
John 6: 44-51 

We pray for ourselves, our 
neighbours, our colleagues, 
families and friends that we 
may see the risen Christ in 
them and that they might see 
him in us. 

6th Acts 9: 1-20 
Ps. 117 
John 6: 52-59 

We pray for any known to us 
who are in special need of our 
prayers at this time, especially 
those known personally to us. 

7th Acts 9: 31-42 
Ps. 116: 10-15 
John 6: 60-69 

We pray for those who lead 
us here at St John’s: give them 
strength for all that they seek to 
be and do. 

Sun 
8th 

Acts 9: 36-end 
Ps. 23 
John 10: 22-30 

All music at St John’s; Simon, 
our organist and all choirs. 

9th Acts 11: 1-18 
Ps. 42: 1-2, 43: 1-4 
John 10: 1-10 

The Government and Civil 
Servants. We pray for all 
governments and world leaders 
that they may rule wisely and 
justly. 

10th Acts 11: 1-18 
Ps. 87 
John 10: 22-30 

People leaving everything 
behind to flee to safety, for 
those who have lost loved ones, 
for lives interrupted, educations 
stalled, and families separated. 

11th Acts 12: 24-13: 5 
Ps. 67 
John 12: 44-end 

Lord, we pray for all those 
recovering from surgery and for 
those in pain. 

12th Acts 13: 13-25 
Ps. 89: 1-2, 2-26 
John 13: 16-20 

Christian Communities. 
Remind them, at this time, that 
they are not people of fear, but 
people of courage 

13th Acts 13: 26-33 
Ps. 2 
John 14: 1-6 

Those who live in isolation. 
Be with them today and 
everyday as they battle 
loneliness.  

14th Acts 1: 15-end 
Ps. 15 
John 15: 9-17 

Matthias, Apostle who shared 
in the mission of the apostles. 
By the help of his prayers may 
we receive with joy the love you 
share with us and be counted 
among those you have chosen. 

Sun 
15th 

Acts 11: 1-18 
Ps. 148 
John 13: 31`-35 

We pray for the people of 
Ukraine and all those living in 
fear of physical violence and 
death. 

16th Acts 14: 5-18 
Ps. 118: 1-3, 14-15 
John 14: 21-26 

The armed forces. 
Strengthen and protect our 
service men and women. 
Support them in times of 
conflict. 

17th Acts 14: 19-end 
Ps. 145: 10-end 
John 14: 27-end 

Bless our local community 
and neighbours who have 
given friendship and support. 

18th Acts 15: 1-6 
Ps. 122: 1-5 
John 15: 1-8 

Pray for those who volunteer 
their time and money to help 
others. 

19th Acts 15: 7-21 
Ps. 96: 1-3, 7-10 
John 15: 9-11 

Hospital chaplains especially 
our own Father David in 
Northwick Park Hospital. 

20th Acts 15: 22-31 
Ps. 57: 8-end 
John 15: 12-17 

St Luke’s Hospice. All 
the hospice patients in their 
care. Pray for comfort, serenity 
and hope. 
 

21st Acts 16: 1-10 
Ps. 100 
John 15: 18-21 

Give us courage to be bold in 
our witness to the Good News 
of the Gospel. 

Sun 
22nd  

Acts 16: 9-15 
Ps. 67 
John 14: 23-29 

Pray that our church premises 
may convey a message of 
openness, be a means of 
Christian service, and forge 
effective links with community 
groups. 

23rd Acts 16: 11-15 
Ps. 149: 1-5 
John 15: 26-16: 4 
 

Pray for our church in every 
part of the world, the great 
family of which we are part.  

24th Acts 16: 22-34 
Ps. 138 
John 16: 5-11 

May the skills and knowledge of 
those who care for the sick be 
fully used to help and to heal. 

25th Acts 17: 15, 22-18: 1 
Ps. 148: 1-2, 11-end 

John 16: 12-15 

All the churches in Central 
Harrow that we know. 

26th Acts 1: 1-11 
Ps. 47 
Luke 24: 44-end 

Ascension Day. Give thanks 
for our Lord’s Ascension and 
his presence with us. 

27th Acts 18: 9-18 
Ps. 47: 1-6 
John 16: 2-23 

We pray for the Met Police 
who protect and serve us. Help 
them to walk through their 
communities with honour so 
that they can keep the peace. 

28th Acts 18: 22-end 
Ps. 47: 1-2, 7-end 
John 16: 23-28 

Thank you so much for all the 
precious children in this world. 
We pray you would help us do 
all we can to protect and give 
them the start in life they 
deserve.  

Sun 
29th 

Acts 16: 16-34 
Ps. 97 
John 17: 20 

Harrow Mencap who serve the 
learning disabled weekly at St 
John’s. 

30th  Acts 19: 1-8 
Ps. 68: 1-6 
John 16: 29-end 

We pray for those who serve in 
all emergency services. May 
they ever receive your strength 
in the performance of their duty. 

31st  Romans 12: 9-16 
Ps. 113 
Luke 1: 39-49 

The Visit of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary to Elizabeth. Give 
thanks for all who have helped 
you to grow in faith. 

 

Pray this month for…..  


