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Dear friends, 
 
As I write we are enjoying very Spring-like 
weather, but dark skies continue to gather in 
our world. Into that darkness, however, Jesus 
came. Our faith is centered on this journey from 
repentance to death and resurrection. This 
Messenger seeks to simply explain what we 
are, resurrection people, and what we will be 
doing as church. 
 
We don’t know when Christians first began to 
make a special annual memorial of the 
resurrection. This Pascha (a word derived from 
the Hebrew ‘Passover’) was at first a night-long 
vigil, with the Eucharist at dawn, focussed on 
themes of incarnation, suffering, death, 
resurrection, and glorification. Over time, this 
developed into Holy Week and Easter. So, we 
share Christ’s journey, from the triumphal entry 
to the empty tomb. This is less of a memorial, 
than a celebration of what the Christian is.  It is 
a matter of identity every bit as much as 
remembering - if we think like resurrection 
people, then we will act like one too. 
 
The procession with palms was first observed 
in Jerusalem in the fourth century. This is 
accompanied by the reading of the Passion 
Narrative, in which the whole story of the week 

is anticipated. Maundy Thursday (from the Latin 
mandatum, ‘commandment’, as in John 13.34) 
is rich in themes: humble Christian service in 
Christ’s washing of his disciples’ feet, the 
institution of the Eucharist, and the perfection of 
Christ’s loving obedience through the agony of 
Gethsemane. 
 
As we pass into the solemn day of Good 
Friday, we have a tension.  We rejoice because 
Christ died for us, but we share his sorrow in 
the need for it, the tragedy of it, and the manner 
of it. It is a widespread custom for there not to 
be a celebration of the Eucharist on Good 
Friday, and the church remains stripped of 
decoration. It continues bare and empty 
through the following day, as we resist the urge 
to explain or recall the death of the Son of God, 
other than by silence and desolation.  
 
Within the silence there grows a sense of 
peace, anticipation and completion, a rising 
excitement as the Easter Vigil draws near. Here 
we contemplate the salvation history of the 
scriptures and anticipate its glorious climax - 
the Resurrection itself. 
 

So here is what we will do as a church at St 
John’s in Holy Week (April 10-17th): 
 

Palm Sunday April 10th: we have a Palm 
Sunday procession from St Annes to the 
church, and then simply listen as we read the 
Passion narrative from Luke’s gospel.  There 
will be no sermon, just words, hymns, prayers 
and sacrament. 
 

Wednesday April 13th (Holy Week) : a  
Stations of the Cross service  takes place at  
6pm,  
 

Maundy Thursday April 14th: we celebrate the 
Eucharist for the Last Supper at 8 pm.  We will 
not do foot washing this year, but we will meet, 
and we will remember Jesus last night before 
his death. 
 
Good Friday April 15th, as follows 
(i)  A short service at Harrow Baptist Church at 
10:00 a.m. 
(ii)  Gather for a walk of witness at 10:30 at 
HBC for a 10:45. There are four stations for 
reading and contemplation as we proceed to St 
John the Baptist, with a short concluding 
service followed by refreshments. 
 

From around 12:00 mid-day (or shortly 
afterwards) we will have a service of 
reflections and meditations for Good Friday in 
church. All are welcome. 
 
Saturday April 16th: On Holy Saturday our vigil 
service is at 8:30 pm and lasts about one hour. 
 
Easter Day we have two events to invite you 
to: 

 
 

At 5:45 am (!) a Dawn Service on the Harrow 
School Terrance, witnessing the sunrise and 
celebrating the resurrection overlooking London 
from a splendid vantage point.   
 

At 10:0 am our Easter Day Eucharist  
These are merely events, they are only 
representations of the reality.  Our call as 
Christians is to live this resurrection with good 
news in our lives every day and recall it every 
Sunday.  In that way we “proclaim the 
resurrection of Christ as until he comes again”. 
 
Rev. Barry Hingston 
Vicar 



 
Date Daily Readings Daily Prayers 

1st Jer 26: 8-11 
Ps. 34: 15-end 
John 7: 1-2, 10, 25-
30 

All who are unemployed and 
families of our Borough who are in 
need.  The Harrow Foodbank. 

2nd Jer 11: 18-20 
Ps. 7: 1-2, 8-10 
John 7: 4-52 

Our clergy team: Barry, our Parish 
Priest; Ajay, Associate Vicar and  
Fr David, Hon. Curate. 

Sun 
3rd 

Phil. 4: 4b-14 
Ps. 126 
John 12: 1-8 

May every home in this parish be 
enfolded in your love, brightened 
by your joy and calmed by your 
unbroken peace. As we are loved 
and cared for, help us to care for 
those in need. 

4th Joshua 2: 1-14 
Ps. 23 
John 8: 1-11 

We think of the elderly, the 
housebound and those in care 
homes.  

5th Numbers 21: 4-9 
Ps. 102: 1-3, 16-23 
John 8: 21-30 

Our Archbishop Justin, Sarah, 
Bishop of London and Lusa, our 
Area Bishop. 

6th Daniel 3: 14-20, 24-
25, 28 
Ps. 55 
John 8: 31-42 

Those who are ill or in need of 
God's help at this time: We pray 
for the sick, both at home and in 
hospital or hospice and of those 
awaiting consultations and 
treatments. 

7th Gen 17: 3-9 
Ps. 105: 4-9 
John 8: 51-end 

We pray for our service 
personnel in active duty around 
the world and ask that you will 
keep them safe until they return 
home to their families and those 
they love.  

8th Jer 20: 10-13 
Ps. 18: 1-6 
John 10: 31-end 

We thank you for the everyday 
sights and sounds that we so 
often take for granted and help 
us never to lose the sense of 
wonder for all that you have 
given us. 

9th Jer 31: 10-13 
Ps. 121 
John 11: 45-end 

 We pray for the malnourished and 
starving, those lacking clean 
water, those who live in areas of 
desolation and deprivation devoid 
of even the most basic of facilities. 

Sun 
10th 

Isa 50: 4-9a 
Ps. 31: 9-16 
Luke 22: 14-end of 
23 

Palm Sunday.  We remember 
today on Palm Sunday Jesus’ 
journey into Jerusalem, and we 
pray for all those making a 
personal journey back to Christ. 

11th Isa 42: 1-9 
Ps. 36: 5-11 
John 12: 1-11 

Pray that the UK Government 
would be a strong force for good 
in foreign policy and bringing relief 
to those suffering throughout the 
world. 

12th Isa 49: 1-7 
Ps. 71: 1-14 
John 12: 2-36 

The safeguarding of our planet so 
that our children and future 
generations will benefit from the 
natural beauty. 

13th Isa 50: 4-9a 
Ps. 70 
John 13: 21-32 

Today we remember all the 
children, their teachers and their 
families who are now on holiday 
for Easter. 

14th 1 Cor 11: 23-26 
Ps. 116: 1, 10-end 
John 13: 1-17, 
31b-35 

Maundy Thursday.  
All priests and those training for 
the ministry.  

15th Isa 52: 13-end of 53 

Ps. 22 
John 18: 1-end of 
19 

Good Friday. Show us how to 
walk with others, who live in fear, 
who face death through hunger or 
war. 

16th Job 14: 1-14 
Ps. 31: 1-4, 15-16 
Matt 27: 57-end 

Easter Eve. Give thanks for our 
Baptism into Christ Jesus. 

Sun 
17th 

Acts 10: 34-43 
Ps. 118: 1-2, 14-24 
John 20: 1-18 

EASTER DAY. Pray for a blessed 
Easter Day for all the St John’s 
family. 

18th Acts 2: 14, 22-32 
Ps. 16: 1-2, 6-end 
Matt 28: 8-15 

Peace in all countries of the world 
where violence, war and terrorism 
are taking place and we pray 
especially for those who seek to 
make peace in this divided world. 

19th Acts 2:  36-41 
Ps. 33: 4-5, 18-end 
John 20: 11-18 

All who work in the medical health 
professions; District Nurses.  

20th Acts 3: 1-10 
Ps. 105: 1-9 
Luke 24: 13-35 

All who work in journalism, 
industry and finance. 

21st Acts 3: 11-end 
Ps. 8 
Luke 24: 35-48 

Birthday blessings for her Majesty 
the Queen on her 70-year reign. 

22nd  Acts 4: 1-12 
Ps. 118: 1-4, 22-26 
John 21: 1-14 

We pray for any known to us who 
are in special need of our prayers 
at this time. 

23rd Acts 4: 13-21 
Ps. 118: 1-4, 14-21 
Mark 16: 9-15 

St George’s Day. Give us the 
bravery of St George to stand up 
for the truth and the glory of God  
that we have seen in the face of 
Jesus Christ. Pray for our country. 

Sun 
24th 

Acts 5: 27-32 
Ps. 118: 14-end 
John 20: 19-end 

We pray today for your church and 
for Christians in other lands where 
they are a minority; let them find 
strength in knowing you are with 
them. 

25th Acts 15: 35-end 
Ps. 119: 9-16 
Mark 13: 5-13 

Mark the Evangelist: St Mark, you 
became a great Evangelist, 
preaching the Good News of 
Christ. May you help us to know 
Him well so that we may faithfully 
live our lives as followers of Christ. 

26th 2 Tim 2: 3-13 
Ps. 126 
John 15: 18-21 

Lord we bring to you our thanks 
and praise for the beauty of  
creation, and we pray that you  
would open our eyes to see all the  
beauty around us.  

27th Acts 5: 17-26 
Ps. 34: 1-8 
John 3: 16-21 

All people with disabilities, their 
families and helpers. Harrow 
Mencap clients, workers and 
volunteers. 

28th Acts 5: 27-33 
Ps. 34: 1, 15-end 
John 3: 31-end 

Pray for good relationships 
between churches and their local 
MPs and that churches will seek 
ways in which they can support 
MPs in serving their communities. 

29th  Acts 5: 34-42 
Ps. 27: 1-5, 16-17 
John 6: 1-15 

We pray for those whose hearts 
have been saddened by the death 
of someone close and dear to 
them. 

30th  Acts 6: 1-7 
Ps. 33: 1-5, 18-19 
John 6: 16-21 

The local police, the fire and 
ambulance service, Street 
Pastors, and all who keep Harrow 
safe. 
 

Please pray this month for… 


