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Dear Friends 
 
You will all be conscious that as a nation we have 
just been through a profound time of change, with 
a new King and multiple changes at the top of our 
governmental structure.  As I write, I am praying 
that we are entering a period of stability for a while.  
It has been very much on my heart that we should 
be praying for our nation at this time. I want to 
stress to you that praying for our leaders is central 
to the task of being a faithful, prayer-led Christian, 
whatever our political views may be.  I believe this 
to be right because it is in our own interests, but 
also because it is central to being a Christian. 
 
The Bible contains many exhortations to pray for 
our leaders—national and local, secular and 
religious.  Paul writes in 1 Timothy 2:1–4, “I urge, 
then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession 
and thanksgiving be made for all people—for kings 
and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful 
and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness. This 
is good, and pleases God our Saviour, who wants 
all people to be saved and to come to a knowledge 
of the truth.”  He also wrote in Romans 13:1, “Let 
everyone be subject to the governing authorities, 
for there is no authority except that which God has 
established.” God even told the Israelites in exile 
to pray for Babylon: “Seek the peace and 
prosperity of the city to which I have carried you 
into exile. Pray to the LORD for it, because if it 
prospers, you too will prosper” (Jeremiah 29:7).  

 
The Bible makes special mention of praying for 
those in authority, be it national government, local 
leaders, school boards, or company leaders, or 
priests and pastors.  Our leaders affect the 
conditions we live in and have an impact on our 
families, our churches, our workplaces, our cities, 
and our countries. It all affects the weak and the 
strong, the sick and the healthy, the old and the 
young - everyone is affected by the decisions that 
people in power make.   If they are leading well, 
they are living their lives in service to the rest of us. 
We pray for them because we recognize the 
greatness of their task and because we are grateful 
for their willingness to lead and bear the weight of 
responsibility. 
 
However, this encouragement to pray for leaders 
is not just based on our own self-interest, it is part 
of what it means to be a faithful Christian, 
upholding the welfare of society around us, and to 
love others as we love ourselves.  It is part of our 
role as disciples of Jesus, and representatives of 
God’s kingdom on earth that we participate in the 
divine will, through prayer.  When we pray, we do 
as much good for the welfare of society as when 
we donate or volunteer, or anything else. Prayer 
for others is part of who we are, and prayer for our 
leaders is a central part of that. 
 
The faithful Christian is entitled to his/her views as 
much as anyone else, but God asks not to simply 
sit on the sidelines and criticise. Whether or not our 
leaders are Christians, we should pray that God 
will guide them as they lead us. We should pray 
that they be wise, compassionate, and discerning, 
and make fair decisions in the interests of all. We 
know that God has placed our leaders in authority 
over us (Romans 13:1), and we can ask Him to use 
them as He will and also pray for their protection. 
Please remember our leaders before God in prayer 
this week because what they will do in power will 
affect you, your children, and your neighbours. 

 
We now look forward in church to a season of 
Remembrance.  When political leadership goes 
wrong, we get war – war is the failure of politics.  
So, remembrance of those who have died in war is 
also an important Christian principle. It helps future 
generations through the passing down of stories. 
This cultivates a sense of gratitude for the past and 
is incredibly important to aiding our sense of self 
and identity. It elevates the principle of self-
sacrifice for the love of others, and the importance 
of resisting evil. Remembering the stories of those 
who went before provides a strong connection to 
the past and helps to shape a preferred future 
based on the lessons learned, and gratitude for 
sacrifice and service.  Remembrance Is not just a 
ceremony - it is a value. 
 
We commence with an online service for the 
Commemoration of the Faithful Departed (All 
Souls’) on Wednesday at 10:30am on Zoom.  Our 
Remembrance Sunday service will take place on 
November 13th, commencing outside on Station 
Road as we view the Remembrance Sunday 
Parade.  We will then conduct our service indoors 
including a wreath laying Act of Remembrance at 
11:00 am after we have had communion. 
 
So, please join with me with praying for our nation’s 
future, as we give thanks in remembrance for its 
past. 
 
Rev. Barry Hingston 
St John the Baptist 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Tim%202.1%E2%80%934
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%2013.1
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Jer%2029.7
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%2013.1


Date Daily Readings Daily Prayers 

1st Phil. 2: 5-11 
Ps. 22: 22-27 
Luke 14: 15-24 

Our new Prime Minister, 
Rishi Sunak; our local MP, 
Gareth Thomas. 

2nd Phil. 2: 12-18 
Ps. 27: 1-5 
Luke 14: 25-33 

All Souls’ Day. Those 
recently bereaved as we 
remember the faithful 
departed.  

3rd Phil. 3: 3-8a 
Ps. 105: 1-7 
Luke 15: 1-10 

Our local shops, shopping 
centres and those who work 
there.  

4th Phil 3: 17-4: 1 
Ps. 122 
Luke 16: 1-8 

All warehouse personnel 
and haulage drivers as they 
try to get supplies to the 
shops for Christmas. 

5th Phil. 4: 10-19 
Ps. 112 
Luke 16: 9-15 

Pray for racial justice and 
harmony in our land.   
 

Sun 
6th 

Job 19: 23-27a 
Ps. 17: 1-9 
Luke 20: 27-38 

People of the parish of 
Greenhill, that they might 
find peace, and God.  

7th Titus 1: 1-9 
Ps. 24: 1-6 
Luke 17: 1-6 

Those who visit the sick and 
take communion to them. 

8th Titus 2: 1-8, 11-14 
Ps. 37: 3-5, 30-32 
Luke 17: 7-10 

Those who work to maintain 
and clean our church as a 
witness for Jesus Christ. 

9th Titus 3: 1-7 
Ps. 23 
Luke 17: 11-19 

Our Churchwardens, Peter 
and Cath, Simon, our 
Treasurer and 
Administrator. 

10th Philemon 7-20 
Ps. 146: 4-end 
Luke 17: 2-25 

Our local schools and 
colleges, especially St 
Jerome's.  

11th 2 John 4: 9 
Ps. 119: 1-8 
Luke 17: 26-end 

For the media, television 
and arts, and their 
contribution to our national 
life.  

12th 3 John 5-8 
Ps. 112 
Luke 18: 1-8 

All our public servants paid 
and unpaid; all who make 
our society function well. 

Sun 
13th 

Malachi 4: 1-2a 
Ps. 98 
Luke 21: 5-19 

Remembrance Sunday — 
pray for all those touched by 
war and conflict. All the men 
and women in our Armed 
Forces at home and abroad 

14th Rev. 1: 1-4, 2: 1-5 
Ps. 1 
Luke 18: 35-end 

Our Archbishop Justin, 
Sarah, Bishop of London 
and Lusa, our Area Bishop. 
Give them a spirit of 
courage and right 
judgement; a spirit of 
knowledge and love. 

15th Rev 3: 1-6, 14-end 
Ps. 15 
Luke 19: 1-10 

The Street Pastors – for the 
shepherds they are to all 
they meet, gently guiding 
and caring for them. 

16th Rev 4 
Ps. 150 
Luke 19: 11-28 

The clergy of the town 
centre parishes; for Barry 
our parish priest and his 
family. 

17th Rev 5: 1-10 
Ps. 149: 1-5 
Luke 19: 41-44 

Ajay, our Associate Vicar 
and his family. 

18th Rev 10: 8-11 
Ps. 119: 65-72 
Luke 19: 45-end 

The Lunchtime concerts and 
all those who play and 
attend. 

19th Rev 11: 4-12 
Ps. 144: 1-9 
Luke 20: 27-40 

The Church’s ministry to the 
poor—Harrow Foodbank. 

Sun 
20th 

Col. 1: 1-20 
Ps. 46 
Luke 23: 33-43 

Christ the King. Our King, 
Charles III and his family 
and for those who govern 
him. 

21st Rev. 14: 1-5 
Ps. 24: 1-6 
Luke 21: 1-4 

Lord of all the nations, 
guide, guard and protect all 
who work or play in the 
World Cup. May all find in 
this competition a source of 
celebration, an experience 
of common humanity and a 
growing attitude of generous 
sportsmanship to others. 

22nd  Rev 14: 14-19 
Ps. 96 
Luke 21: 5-11 

Home Groups who still meet 
on-line. All virtual services 
and the friendships grown 
there. 

23rd Rev 15: 1-4 
Ps. 98 
Luke 21: 12-19 

We pray for all the leaders 
of the world; that they may 
make just decisions and use 
their power wisely, so that 
everyone may receive a fair 
deal. 

24th Rev 18: 1-2, 21-23, 
19: 1-3, 9 
Ps. 100 
Luke 21: 20-28 

 All who are homeless—
pray especially for the Night 
Shelter as they prepare for 
winter.  

25th Rev 20: 1-4, 11-21: 
2 
Ps. 84: 1-6 
Luke 21: 29-33 

Pray for theatres and 
concert venues who are 
preparing for the Christmas 
season of performances. 

26th Rev 22: 1-7 
Ps. 95: 1-7 
Luke 21: 34-36 

The Mothers’ Union 
worldwide and all women, 
especially those in 
oppressed circumstances. 

Sun 
27th 

Romans 13: 11-end 
Ps. 122 
Matt 24: 36-44 

People of the parish. The 
London Chinese Alliance 
Church who run their 
children’s groups at St 
John’s. 

28th Isa 4: 2-end 
Ps. 122 
Matt 8: 5-11 

The PCC. The coming 
season of Advent and all it 
means to us.  

29th  Isa 11: 1-10 
Ps. 72: 1-4, 18-19 
Luke 10: 21-24 

We pray that we become 
good stewards of this 
precious world and cherish 
its resources so that our 
children may enjoy its 
riches, throughout all 
generations. 

30th  Isa 52: 7-10 
Ps. 19: 1-6 
Matt 4: 18-22 

St Andrew, the Apostle. 
The Seafarers Mission.  All 
who work in the fishing 
industry. 

 

Pray this month for…..  


