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Dear St John’s, 
 
Welcome to our October newsletter and I hope you 
had an excellent summer. It has been an 
extraordinary time since the last Messenger, 
encompassing the change of Prime Minister, and 
the death of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. We 
are now in a period of major change both as a 
nation and as a Church, as we contemplate the 
reality of a new Supreme Governor in the Church 
of England, and a new Sovereign and Head of 
State. God save the King. 
 
I hope you managed to watch some of the funeral 
service, and I know that some of you were able to 
pay respects at the lying-in state. What repeatedly 
came to the fore in all the tributes was her 
faithfulness to Jesus and life of service to us 
through her faith in Him. The Archbishop of 
Canterbury delivered a remarkable address, 
declaring not just the Queen’s faith, but the deep 
reality of the Christian hope, the resurrection from 
the dead and life everlasting. I have found the new 
King's statements on faith to be very encouraging 
and we now look forward to the future.  The church 
was open for prayer for much of the weekend after 
her death, and we had many of the local 
community come in to sign the book of 
condolence.  I hope you found some lasting 
inspiration in what was said, time and time again 

about the late Queen, and the source of her own 
inspiration, Jesus Christ. 
 
The central message of every tribute was that of 
service - the giving of a life for the benefit of 
others. The greatest tribute we can pay her is to 
emulate her ethos and dedication. That is what we 
are called to be as a church of Jesus in the town 
centre of Harrow. So, it is gratifying to reflect on 
the gradual restoration of our various forms of 
outreach and service.  The most recent return was 
that of Messy Church, which recommenced on 
September 18th and was a great success. Huge 
thanks to Cathy and Dominica and the volunteers 
who made that work. We look forward to hearing 
more. 
 
We have also had a successful summer of concerts 
from the Harrow Musical Festival team, and we 
have now started our own autumn series of 
concerts.  They continue to track a sizable support 
from the community.  Please pray for this and all 
forms of outreach, and if you feel able to help with 
any of them let me know. 
 
I am pleased to say that we now have a faculty to 
complete the building works at the West End of the 
Church, after many months of trying.  
Unfortunately, we still need to get planning 
permission from the council, and this may yet be a 
further month or so away.  One way or another I 
am expecting to be able to appoint a contractor by 
the turn of the new year, which means that the 
long-awaited work can be done next year.  
Because this involves an upgrade to the electrical 
system, it will further enable the completion of the 
vestry kitchen. Once done the church is much 
better placed to continue its mission of service to 
the community. 
 

You will all know about the current energy crisis 
and I’m sure it is a concern for you in your own 
domestic arrangements apart from anything else.  
The church is classed as a business so it's not 
protected by the same price cap that domestic 
users have, so we wait with interest to see what 
our new energy prices will be when our current 
contract renews in November.  We are not as 
concerned as we were before the Prime Minister 
announced her latest measures, so we intend to 
try and keep the church as warm as we can. 
However, we may be setting the thermostat a 
degree or two lower than we have in previous 
years, so please be realistic as to how warm the 
church can be and come prepared as the weather 
turns colder.  Obviously, we will keep a close eye 
on this. 
 
Pretty soon we will be turning our attention to the 
festivals and teachings of the new season as the 
summer recedes into memory.  On October 9th we 
will celebrate Harvest which is, first and foremost, 
a time to thank God for his provision to us.  While 
we may not be as vulnerable to harvest rains and 
foul weather as some of our ancestors were, we 
know that our daily bread doesn't appear by magic, 
and that we are subject to the winds of war, 
economics, and global climate. So please come and 
give thanks for what we have by the grace of God.  
By way of thanks, we propose to hold a Harvest 
offering and give the proceeds to Harrow 
Foodbank, who strives energetically to hold back 
the tide of poverty in our town. Please give 
generously and hold them in our prayers. 
 
I think that is probably all for now - I propose not 
to mention Christmas for a while yet!  God bless 
you all in your service to St John’s and to Christ. 
 
Rev. Barry Hingston 
Vicar, St John the Baptist 



 

Date Daily Readings Daily Prayers 

1st Job 42: 1-3, 6, 12-
end 
Ps. 119: 169-end 
Luke 10: 17-24 

Pray for God’s blessing on 
Black History Month; give 
thanks for historic Black 
Leaders and for the outstanding 
contributions made by people 
who travelled to the UK to build 
new lives. 

Sun 
2nd 

2 Tim 1: 1-14 
Ps. 137 
Luke 17: 5-10 

For family members, Sunday 
School teachers, Church 
Leaders, friends and colleagues 
who have encouraged us to 
follow in the Christian way. 

3rd Galatians 1: 6-12 
Ps. 111: 1-6 
Luke 10: 25-37 

All public transport workers.  All 
involved in local government. 
 

4th Galatians 1: 13-
end 
Ps. 139: 1-9 
Luke 10: 38-end 

Restless with grief and fear, 
may the abandoned turn to 
You: in every hour of trial. 

5th Galatians 2: 1-2, 
7-14 
Ps. 117 
Luke 11: 1-4 

Pray that the desperate may 
find new hope, and lives torn 
apart be restored.  

6th Galatians 3: 1-5 
Ps. 56, 57 
Luke 11: 5-13 

The ministry of all Harrow 
churches; pray for good and 
fruitful relations. 

7th Galatians 3: 7-14 
Ps. 111: 4-end 
Luke 11: 15-26 

We remember those who are 
imprisoned for their faith and 
ask that they would join with the 
Apostle Paul to see that even 
though they remain captive, 
their chains have furthered the 
gospel, not frustrated it. 

8th Galatians 3: 22-
end 
Ps. 105: 1-7 
Luke 11: 27-28 

Give thanks and praise for the 
beauty of creation, and we pray 
that You would open our eyes 
to see all the beauty around us. 

Sun 
9th 

2 Tim 2: 8-15 
Ps. 66: 1-11 
Luke 17: 11-19 

Harvest Thanksgiving.  Pray 
for our worship today. Give 
thanks to all farmers and food 
distributors. 
 
 

10th Galatians 4: 21-
24, 26-27, 31, 5: 1 
Ps. 113 
Luke 11: 29-32 

The poor and needy of our 
world and those who bring 
relief. 

11th Galatians 5: 1-6 
Ps. 119: 41-48 
Luke 11: 37-41 

Our National Health Service, all 
medical practitioners. 

12th Galatians 5: 18-
end 
Ps. 1 
Luke 11: 42-46 

Pray for Justin, our Archbishop, 
Lusa, Bishop of Willesden and 
Sarah, Bishop of London.  
Those who encourage us in 
prayer. 

13th Eph 1: 1-10 
Ps. 98: 1-4 
Luke 11: 47-end 

Christian writers and journalists; 
those involved in Media or the 
Arts.  

14th Eph 1: 11-14 
Ps. 33: 1-6, 12 
Luke 12: 1-7 

Police, Prison, Probation 
Officers and Community 
Payback. We thank those who 
minister to them.  Pray for the 
work of local Street Pastors. 

15th Eph 1: 15-end 
Ps. 8 
Luke 12: 8-12 

A thankful heart and mind 
especially at difficult times.  
 

Sun 
16th 

2 Tim 3: 14-4: 5 
Ps. 119: 97-104 
Luke 18: 1-8 

We pray particularly for peace 
in all countries of the world, 
where violence, war and 
terrorism are taking place. For 
the people of Ukraine. 
 

17th Eph 2: 1-10 
Ps. 100 
Luke 12: 13-21 

Pray for those who are fleeing 
for their lives. Help us now to 
open our arms in welcome and 
reach out our hands in 
support. 

18th Acts 16: 6-12a 
Ps. 147: 1-7 
Luke 10: 1-9 

St Luke the Evangelist. Give 
thanks for St Luke’s Gospel.  
Pray for the work of St Luke’s 
Hospice. 

19th Eph 3: 2-12 
Ps 98 
Luke 12: 39-48 

All those who translated the 
Gospels into many different 
languages.  

20th Eph 3: 14-end 
Ps. 33: 1-6 
Luke 12: 49-53 

All who still join our virtual 
services.  Pray for all the 
elderly, lonely and housebound.  

21st Eph 4: 1-6 
Ps. 24: 1-6 
Luke 12: 54-end 

Govern the hearts and minds 
of those in authority. 
 

22nd  Eph 4: 7-16 
Ps. 122 
Luke 13: 1-9 

Pray for peace among nations, 
peace in our dwellings, 
and peace in our hearts. 

Sun 
23rd 

2 Tim 4: 6-8, 16-
18 
Ps. 65 
Luke 18: 9-14 

Pray for those whose lives are 
affected by storms and 
flooding: strengthen them in 
their hour of need. 

24th Eph 4: 32-5: 8 
Ps. 1 
Luke 13: 10-17 

Pray for a responsible and 
cheerful giving to church 
finances. 

25th Eph 5: 21-end 
Ps. 128 
Luke 13: 18-21 

All staff and pupils of Harrow 
Schools especially Alpha Prep 
School and St Jerome’s as they 
start their half term holiday. 

26th Eph 6: 1-9 
Ps. 145: 10-20 
Luke 13: 22-30 

All who come into our church 
today; pray that God may bless 
their visit. 

27th Eph 6: 10-20 
Ps. 144: 1-2, 9-11 
Luke 13: 31-end 

His Majesty the King and all the 
Royal Family. 
 

28th Eph 2: 19-end 
Ps. 119: 89-96 
John 15: 17-end 

SS Simon and Jude, 
Apostles. Pray for those who 
preach and teach the Christian 
faith. 

29th Phil. 1: 18-26 
Ps. 42: 1-7 
Luke 14: 1, 7-11 

Pray for all who keep our 
church clean, tidy and 
welcoming.  Our Church 
Wardens and Music Leaders. 

Sun 
30th  

Eph 1: 11-end 
Ps. 149 
Luke 6: 2-31 

(End of British Summer Time) 
All Saints’ Day. Thank you, 
God, for the tremendous 
sacrifices made by those who 
have gone before us. Bless the 
memories of your saints. May 
we learn how to walk wisely 
from their examples of faith, 
dedication, worship, and love. 

31st Phil 2: 1-4 
Ps. 131 
Luke 14: 12-14 

Give thanks for the scriptures 
and pray that we may truly 
listen to them and act on them. 

 

Pray this month for…..  


