
Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Parishioners
of the Parish of Greenhill for the Election of Churchwardens, held in the

Parish Church Sheepcote Road Harrow, Middlesex, HA1 2JE
at 9.47am on Sunday, 25th October 2020

Present:   The meeting commenced at about
9.47am with prayers with the Revd Barry
Hingston, Vicar in the chair.   There were 21
members present.   Two apologies for absence had
been received.   The Chairman thanked those
present for staying behind to attend the meetings.

The Minutes of the previous meeting held on the
28th April 2019, having been circulated, were
taken as read and were approved unanimously.

Choosing of Churchwardens:   He expressed his
thanks to Mr Peter Polkinghorne and Mrs
Catherine Still for their services as

Churchwardens and to their families for
supporting them.   In accordance with the
Churchwardens Measure 2001 nominations in
writing had been received from Mr Peter
Polkinghorne and Mrs Catherine Still by the Vicar
before the meeting.   As no further nominations
had been so received, the Chairman declared them
elected as Churchwardens for 2020/2021 and gave
his consent to the choice.   This was carried with
acclamation.

The meeting then resolved itself into the Annual
Parochial Church Meeting at about 9.50am.

Peter Hawkins, Clerk to the Meeting.

Minutes of the Annual Parochial Church Meeting of the
Parish of Greenhill held in the Parish Church, Sheepcote

Road, Harrow, Middlesex, HA1 2JE on Sunday, 25th October 2020

Present:   The meeting commenced at about
9.50am, with the Revd Barry Hingston, Vicar in
the chair.   There were 21 members present.
Two apologies for absence had been received.

The Minutes of the previous meeting held on the
28th April 2019, having been circulated, were
taken as read and were approved unanimously.

Church Electoral Roll:   The roll was revised
and not renewed this year.   There had been six
removals during the year and no additions -
Covid-19 lockdown being the culprit.   The roll
was therefore reported as standing at 100
members against 106 members last year.   Thanks
were given to Mrs Doris Duesbury our Electoral
Roll Officer.   This report was given by the PCC
Secretary on behalf of Mrs Doris Duesbury for
Covid-19 reasons.

The Annual Report of Parochial Church
Council (PCC) Proceedings and Parish
Activities Generally:   (This report is received
by the meeting and not approved by it.   This is
done by the PCC, which is the charity and the
same applies to the accounts, which follow).
This report was presented to the meeting by the
chairman and as there were no questions was
received nem con.    The Chairman thanked the
contributors to the report and the PCC Secretary
for bringing it together.

The Financial Statements of the Parochial
Church Council (PCC):  Regarding the
accounts Mr Simon Patrick, Treasurer mentioned
various movements on the accounts to cover the
cost of the new heating system of which £50,000
was covered by the developer of the Cumberland
site as it was expected their global heating system
would cover the church when the agreement was
signed and later found that it would not.   He
mentioned that planned giving was reasonable in
the current circumstances of lockdown and that
repairs to the organ had taken place.   He also
mentioned that our 2021 common fund offer had
been held at the same level as 2020.  Thanks were
expressed to Simon for his work.   As there were
no questions, the accounts were received nem con.

Election of Representatives of the Laity of the
Parish to theParochial Church Council (PCC):
There were four places available due by rotation
(for three years) plus two vacancies (for two
years) and one vacancy (for one year).   There
were two nominations from Mr Gary Morris and
Miss Vicki Swinchatt.   As there were no further
nominations from the floor the Chairman declared
Mr Gary Morris and Miss Vicki Swinchatt elected
for three years leaving two three year and the
short term vacancies unfilled.   The Chairman
expressed his thanks to the PCC for their work
over the past year.



Appointment of Sidesmen:   This is now done by
the Parochial Church Council following an
amendment in the Church Representation Rules.

Appointment of Assistant Churchwardens:
This is now done by the Parochial Church Council
following an amendment in the Church
Representation Rules.

Appointment of Independent Examiner:
Mr John Cuthbert was thanked for his work in
examining the accounts to the 31st December
2019.   As he had indicated his willingness to
continue, the meeting re-appointed him for a
further year, unanimously.

Report on the Fabric, Goods andOrnaments
of the Church: This report by the
Churchwardens, was circulated after approval by
the Parochial Church Council.   Thanks were
expressed to Derek Biddle for assistance in
various ways.   This was followed by acclamation.
The report was received by the meeting nem con.

Deanery Synod Report:   A written report on
the proceedings of the Harrow Deanery Synod,
circulated beforehand, was received by the
meeting nem con.

Chairman's Remarks including the Proposed

Development of St John's Church and the
Victoria Hall. :   The re-building of the Victoria
Hall is on time and the new church flats look to be
ready in the new year.   The heating, which used
to be shared with the former Victoria Hall has
been replaced with a Church only system, which
is zonal, and we now have a warm Church.   The
internal and external works have been delayed by
lockdown and plans are well advanced.   However
there has been no decision from HMRC on the
VAT issue for the annex and this may well put us
over budget on these plans without some cost
cutting.   Dr Hazel Russman enquired the position
on the proposed rail to the access ramp at the
north doors to the church and was informed it is
incorporated into these plans.

Other Business:   Mrs Cath Still was concerned
about children's school meals and half term and
mentioned some arrangements being made in
North Harrow.

The Revd Ajay More expressed his thanks to Gary
Morris and Godfrey Mott for keeping us on line.

The Chairman expressed his thanks to all office
and rota holders for their services during a
difficult year.

The meeting then closed with prayers at about
10.21am.

Peter Hawkins, Clerk to the Meeting.

Report on the Fabric Goods and Ornaments of
the Church - The Annual Fabric Report - to the
9th May 2021 Annual Parochial Church Meeting

Preliminary .

A new Quinquennial Inspection took place in
2019 and a review of the work required is
underway.   The bulk of the urgent items have
been addressed.   Due to Covid-19, not much long
term work has been possible.

Outside.

The land around the Church is well kept and the
garden has been maintained to a high standard by
volunteers.   See a separate report on their work.

The roof, gutters and drainpipes have been
regularly cleaned and inspected. 

We have not seen a recurrence of the rat issue.

The ramp at the north door has been the scene of 

two accidents in 2018.   In order to prevent

recurrence, the installation of a handrail is being
scheduled as part of the redevelopment works.

Inside.

The projector screen has been completed, with the
final bracket installation.

Work on a small kitchen in the servers’ vestry is
awaiting the new power supply to be completed.

Following three visits by the tuner in January to
March, the organ had been restored to a state
where every pipe worked for the first time for
many years (there are about 1,150 of them).
Unfortunately, it was used in this condition for a
single service before we had to stop, but it
survived four months of closure and nearly every
pipe still sounded at the end of the year.

A lot of planning work has been undertaken both



by the church and its professional advisers on the
interim facilities for the Victoria Hall (consisting
of an annexe and new rooms at west end of the
nave).

A lot of temporary work has been carried out to
make the church Covid-19 secure and compliant.
Especial thanks go to Tina and Barry who did
most of the work.

Goods.

There were no goods gifted during 2020.

Conclusion.

Although there is still work required to keep our
church in good repair, as is always the case with a
building of its age, we hope that we can keep the
building functional and in good order in the
coming year.

We thank all who have contributed to the
maintenance of the building and its grounds,
making it a welcoming and pleasant place of
worship.
________________________________________

Cath Still and Peter Polkinghorne,
Churchwardens.March 2021

Harrow Deanery Synod Annual Report for 2020

2020 has been a difficult year for our churches
due to the Coronavirus Covid-19 pandemic and
the restrictions imposed by the National
Government and the Church of England, in order
to protect the vulnerable members of our
communities.  Use of our churches for public
worship has been restricted for much of 2020 and
many churches have been conducting services,
coffee contact meetings, children’s teaching and
home groups, using the internet and various
online software. We have adopted the working
title of “Anglicans in Harrow” in order to
emphasise that our meetings are aimed at
engaging all church members on key issues
relating to our Deanery Strategy with the overall
purpose of working together to see God’s
Kingdom come.  

The three-year Deanery Synod from 2017 to 2020
was due to end in June 2020 with elections for lay
parish representatives on the new Deanery Synod
taking place at the 2020 March/April APCMs.
The Church of England agreed to delay the start
of the new three-year Deanery Synod until 1
December 2020, with APCMs held by the end of
October 2020. Accordingly, a new Deanery Synod
was elected too late for the initial meeting of the
new Deanery Synod to be held in 2020 and so this
was delayed into January 2021.  There were
therefore only two meetings of the Deanery Synod
during 2020 and the format of the meetings
needed to change.

The 5 February session was held at St Anselm’s
Church Hatch End with the theme “Outreach and
Mission”.  Members of the parishes were
encouraged to attend this meeting and to

participate in the parish-centred discussions
following the talk. We welcomed Bishop Ric
Thorpe who shared the Diocese’s thoughts on
how churches can reach out to their communities,
including church planting and activities outside
their buildings.  Revd Malcolm Finlay spoke
about the launch ofHope Church Harrow View to
serve the new housing development on the ex-
Kodak site.  Subsequent to the meeting this
church was launched publicly in October 2020
and is currently providing services and an Alpha
Course online. St Anselm’s church provided
Opening Worship, a Parish Profile and
refreshments.  A summary of the feedback from
the parish discussions was attached to the minutes
of this session.  Andrew Morgan was elected as a
Foundation Governor of St John’s Church of
England School, Stanmore.

Plans for a Deanery Prayer Evening at St Mary’s
Harrow for “Thy Kingdom Come” on Wednesday
20 May had to be postponed to 2021.

The 22 July session was held online using the
Zoom software.  It was encouraging that so many
members of the Synod were able to join this
meeting.  Opening Worship was conducted by
Revd Simon Durrant of Christ Church Roxeth.
The main purpose of the meeting was to share
what the churches were doing to continue their
Mission and Ministry during the restrictions, to
share what plans they had for reopening, and to
encourage the churches to try new online
methods. Four Applications for grants of £1,000
from the Deanery Mission Fund had been
received and these were presented to the Synod.
All four were approved:- St Alban’s North



Harrow for part funding of the youth support
worker, All Saints Harrow Weald and St
Edmund’s Northwood Hills for Audio-Visual
equipment for the live streaming of services,
Mosaic Harrow (based at St Paul’s South Harrow)
for an intercultural outreach event with music and

drama.  The Deanery Accounts for 2019 were
approved, subject to independent examination.
Reports on three recent sessions of the London
Diocesan Synod and of the July sessions of the
General Synod were received.

Robert May, Honorary Secretary.
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